
PS 1300: GLOBAL POLITICS 
Department of Political Science 

The Ohio State University 

Course Description 
 This course examines how global politics are organized and operate.  It begins 
with the identification of actors and the prevalent theories that explain how they interact.  
It then explores why conflicts arise and the instruments used to pursue them.  It also 
delves at some length into the institutions designed to manage them.  The course 
concentrates on politics that shape the way human, natural, and economic resources are 
utilized, shared and developed across the globe and pays special attention to the 
organizations and mechanisms that govern these processes.  This includes looking at the 
various ways force is used and the role coercion and terrorism play as well as looking at 
the various economic and environmental interdependencies that shape relationships and 
the socio-political outcomes that affect people’s lives, oftentimes in dramatic ways.  
    
Expected Learning Outcomes and Goals:  
          This course can count as a Social Science and a Global Studies General Education 
course.  It is part of the Social Science category focused on Human, Natural, and 
Economic Resources.  The learning goals in this regard, are for students to understand the 
systematic study of human behavior and cognition; the structure of human societies, 
cultures, and institutions; and the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies 
interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic resources.  Three more 
specific goals are:    

1. Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they 
apply to the study of the use and distribution of human, natural, and economic 
resources and decisions and policies concerning such resources. 

Class Time: MWF 9:10 am – 10:05 am 
Class Location: Psychology Bldg 010 
Course Website: carmen.osu.edu 

Teacher: Gabriella Lloyd 
E-mail: lloyd.253@buckeyemail.osu.edu 
Office: 3078 Derby Hall 
Office Hours: TR 12pm – 1:30 pm 

Other times by appointment

http://polisci.osu.edu
http://www.osu.edu
https://www.osu.edu/map/building.php?building=144
https://polisci.osu.edu/people/lloyd.253
mailto:lloyd.253@buckeyemail.osu.edu
http://www.osu.edu/map/building.php?building=025
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2.     Students understand the political, economic, and social trade-offs reflected in 
individual decisions and societal policymaking and enforcement and their 
similarities and differences across contexts. 

3.     Students comprehend and assess the physical, social, economic, and political 
sustainability of individual and societal decisions with respect to resource use. 

Course Requirements & Grading 
 Students are expected to participate in class having read the reading assignments 
for that day.  The reading assignments come from Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. 
Pevehouse, International Relations, Pearson, Tenth edition (2013-2014 Update 
recommended).   You can buy a copy of this book at the bookstore or order an e-copy 
from Pearson at www.pearsonmylab.com.  You will need this course ID to register: [to be 
determined].  You can also buy the textbook as Kindle eText from Amazon. 

 Although not required, it is recommended that students subscribe to 
Foreignpolicy.com.  The full digital access will provide you with daily news and 
insightful articles. 

Students must take two quizzes, two mid-term exams, and a final exam. In calculating 
final grades these assignments count as follows: 

First quiz      10 
First mid-term exam      25 
Second quiz      10 
Second mid-term     25 
Final exam       30 

Extra Credit  
 This semester, you will have the opportunity to participate in a brief research 
study conducted by Political Science faculty and graduate students in exchange for extra 
credit. This research study will be conducted in the Department of Political Science 
through the Political Science Voluntary Subject Pool. Participating in this study will lead 
to an additional two (2) points on your lowest exam grade (added post hoc at the end of 
the semester). For this class, you may participate in up to one (1) research study for extra 
credit. 

Academic Misconduct:  
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate 

or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic 
misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic 
misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism 

http://www.pearsonmylab.com
https://polisci.osu.edu/sites/polisci.osu.edu/files/ExperHandbook.pdf
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and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all 
instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  
For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct: (http://
studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

Disability Services:  
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability 

Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as 
possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene 
Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-
state.edu/. 
  

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
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Course Outline 

August  26 Introduction 
  28 The actors 

  31 The issues from war to development 
September 2 Realism, alliances & Balance of Power  
  4 No class (APSA conference) 

  7 No class (Labor Day) 
  9 Strategies & statecraft 
  11 Security Dilemmas 

  14 Institutions and coordination 
  16 The construction of interests and norms 
  18 In-class review day 
  
  21 Quiz #1 
  23 Who matters in foreign policy decision-making? 
  25 How are choices made? 

  28 Introduction to causes of war 
  30 Ideational causes of war 
October 2 Material causes of war 

  5 Power and coercion 
  7 WMDs (Weapons of Mass Destruction) 
  9 Terrorism 

  12 In-class review day 
  14 Mid-term exam #1 
  16 No class (Autumn Break) 

  19 The United Nations: Structure and Missions 
  21 International Law and Justice 
  23 Human Rights 

  26 In-class review day 
  28 Quiz #2 
  30 Why do states trade? 

November  2 Organizing and coordinating trade 
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  4 Resistance to trade 
  6 Globalization and finance 

  9 MNCs (Multinational Corporations) 
  11 No class (Veteran’s Day) 
  13 No class (Peace Science Conference) 

  16 Economic interdependence and political integration 
  18 In-class review day 
  20 Mid-term exam #2 

  23 The power of information 
  25 No class (Thanksgiving Break) 
  27 No class (Columbus Day observed) 

  30 The European Union and collective action 
December 2 The environment and population 
  4 The North and South gap, failed states, and imperialism 
  
  7 International development 
  9 In-class review day 

  14 Final exam, 10:00am-11:45am 

Reading assignments: 
          You should read each assignment before the date it is due.  That way you can 
participate in class in an active and informed fashion as expected.  I may add the 
occasional reading to complement the textbook as the course goes along, but you will 
have plenty of notice before I add anything. The assigned reading comes from Goldstein 
and Pevehouse, International Relations, Tenth edition (2013-2014 Update recommended).  
You can buy a copy of this book at the bookstore or order an e-copy from Pearson at 
www.pearsonmylab.com.  You will need this course ID to register: [to be determined].  
You can also buy the textbook as Kindle eText from Amazon.   

August  28 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 1, pp. 1-39.   

September 2 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 2, pp. 43-81.  
  
  14  Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 3, pp. 84-96.  

  21 Quiz #1 
  23 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 3, pp. 97-123. 
  25 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 4, pp. 127-149. 

http://registrar.osu.edu/scheduling/SchedulingContent/AU15Finals.pdf
http://www.pearsonmylab.com
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  28 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 5, pp. 153-189. 
   
October 5 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 6, pp. 192-229. 
   
  14 Mid-term exam #1 

  19  Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 7, pp. 233-254. 
  21 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 7, pp. 255-279. 

  28 Quiz #2 
  30 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 8, pp. 283-294. 

November 2 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 8, pp. 295-317. 

  6 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 9, pp. 321-351. 

  20 Mid-term exam #2 
   
  23  Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 10, pp. 370-381.  

  30 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 10, pp. 355-369. 

December  2 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 11, pp. 387-418. (skim) 
  4 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 12, pp. 425-455. (skim) 

  7 Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 13, pp. 461-495. (skim)


